
Of the various types of employment-based permanent resident visas, the employment-based fifth 
preference visa (EB-5) is available to foreign investors who wish to make a capital investment in a 
commercial enterprise and obtain permanent residence in the United States. The amount of the 
investment must be at least one million dollars, unless the investment is to be in a targeted employment 
area, in which case the investment need only be five hundred thousand dollars. In all cases, the 
investment must also create full-time employment for at least 10 U.S. citizens or other legal residents, not investment must also create full-time employment for at least 10 U.S. citizens or other legal residents, not 
including the investor or members of the investor’s family.

The EB-5 Regional Center Investment Program enables foreign investors to qualify for permanent 
residence in the U.S. by investing $500,000 in a federally designated "regional center" or FDRC, designed 
to stimulate local troubled economies - these are areas of high unemployment or rural areas of less than 
20,000 in population. In addition to the $500,000 investment, the investor must pay participation fees, 
legal, and government fees.
  
A regional center is defined as any economic unit, public or private, engaged in the promotion of 
economic growth, improved regional productivity, job creation and increased domestic capital investment. 
There are hundreds of "regional centers" operating throughout the United States, each very unique and 
with varying goals. While the regional centers often pay a low annual rate of return on the initial 
investment, many centers have built-in exit strategies allowing the investor to "cash out" after a period of investment, many centers have built-in exit strategies allowing the investor to "cash out" after a period of 
time (at least 5 years). Some centers may pay an annual rate of return of 0.5%, while others may pay 
more. Many of the centers will allow the investor to place the $500,000 in escrow, and will refund the 
money, in full, if the investor is not approved by USCIS for the conditional green card. The investor should 
make sure that any investment includes an agreement to refund the investment and all or part of the 
program fees if the conditional green card is not issued.

The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) administers the Immigrant Investor The United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) administers the Immigrant Investor 
Program, also known as “EB-5,” created by Congress in 1990 to stimulate the U.S. economy through job 
creation and capital investment by foreign investors. Under a pilot immigration program first enacted in the 
early 1990’s and regularly reauthorized since, certain EB-5 visas also are set aside for investors in Regional 
Centers designated by USCIS based on proposals for promoting economic growth.








